United States Patent (19

(11 Patent Number: 4,734,858

Schlafly [451 Date of Patent: Mar. 29, 1988
B DA e ang D SYSTEM FOR FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
[75] Inventor: Hubert J. Schlafly, Greenwich, 2066540 7/1981 United Kingdom ................ 364/401
Conn. Primary Examiner—Jerry Smith
. . Assistant Examiner—Charles B. Meyer
[73] Assignee: Pé:l:eerllggl?césorlfstwork, Inc,, Attorney, Agent, or Firm—St.Onge Steward Johnston &
’ ) Reens
[22] Filed: Nov. 26, 1984 A pocket size data terminal is described for use by a
large number of consumers in a system with which
Related U.S. Application Data goods or services can be conveniently and automati-
[63] Continuation-in-part of Ser. No. 558,303, Dec. 5, 1983,  cally ordered. A plurality of data terminals which can
abandoned. automatically dial a local processing center (LPC) are
distributed among users each of whom can address the
[gél {IJ“S ccl,i‘ """""""""""" GOSF lgﬁi},oGsogzl/sg/ozoo LPC with a unique user identification and an internal
(52] Us.CL 4 235 /386 terminal identification. The terminal is internally bat-
" f tery powered. Each data terminal can accumulate or-
[58] Field of Search .. ;Sjggé’x’;? 8.’ %g? /1?7% F;IS% ders for goods or services in a send memory while the
1e; ' terminal is unencumbered by any external connector.
[56] References Cited When subsequently connected to a phone line modular
jack, upon command by a user send memory contents
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS are automatically sent to an LPC in a short burst. The
3,719,927 3/1973 Michels et al. ................. 364/406 X LPC verifies the use of the terminal, the authorization
4,115,870 9/1978 LOWell .revevrenrianes 364/900  of the requested service and format of the data as well
:g_‘;‘;’g;’; ;j :gg: gha';wﬁ etal .. 362/6:6820)(() as other items as may be included in the order. Upon
LTS5 /1982 B:;‘io‘;“ """"" 235/379 verification, the LPC returns an appropriate message
e g gt for visual display at the terminal and processes the order
4,361,851 11/1982 Asip etal. ....cccovvenvvvenriceennene 358/84 . .
4,415,065 1171983 Sandstedt ....... 364/401 X to suppliers of the requested goods or services.
4,460,965 7/1948 Trehn et al. ... .. 364/401 X
4,511,970 4/1985 Okano etal. ......ccccoerrverrvenan 364/401 14 Claims, 17 Drawing Figures

CAT z8

L‘J’ﬂlﬂrfﬂ I’ 5’

7 | 14

LOCAL
PROGAES

i

4
PRINTER
4
Loeme,
SUPPLIER SUmPLIER
ez PROCE SSING
4@

| ZL /!l
Vji
AEC TONAL
j cAEDIT
1| eocessve VERIA(CATION
i (r2c) ane rAYMENT
————— ! PROCESSIvG
L 7— -3 LpC W
‘U~ 50
s

WPRENCOSE
&
SMEP

SAECIIL S ER
coTpTrER



